Series: That You May Know W
Inductive Bible Study Guide: 1 John CHURCH
How Inductive Bible Study Works

Inductive Bible study is simply learning how to slow down, open the Bible, and allow God’s Word
to speak for itself. Instead of beginning with what we already think, what someone else has told us,
or what we want a passage to mean, we begin with the words that are actually on the page.

This is important because we live in a time when everyone has an opinion about truth. Pastors,
teachers, books, videos, social media, search engines, and even artificial intelligence can help us
learn, but none of them should replace God’s Word. Everything we hear—including what is taught

in church or by our favorite pastor—must be tested by Scripture.

Inductive Bible study helps us become people who can open the Bible, examine what it says,
understand it in context, and know why we believe what we believe.

Where to begin?
Before you begin to study scripture, pray.

Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand His Word, reveal any wrong assumptions, and give you
a heart that is willing to obey what He shows you. Then move through three simple steps.

Step 1 - Observation: Ask, “What does the passage say?”

If we do not carefully notice what the passage says, we are more likely to misunderstand what it
means.

Read the passage slowly at least two or three times. Do not rush to explain or apply it. First, pay
attention to what is actually there.

Look for:
e Repeated words, phrases, and ideas
e People, actions, commands, and questions
e Comparisons and contrasts
e Connecting words such as but, because, if, therefore, and so that
e Anything surprising, confusing, or emphasized

Observation gives us the foundation we need to be able to understand what the author intended and
then apply the timeless biblical principles into our lives today.



Step 2 — Interpretation: Ask, “What does the passage mean?”

The question is not simply, “What does this mean to me?”

A passage cannot mean whatever we want it to mean. Our goal is to understand the message the
biblical author intended to communicate to the original readers. To do that, we must study the
passage in context.

Begin with the verses immediately before and after the passage. Then consider how it fits within the
chapter, the entire book, and the message of Scripture as a whole. Ask who wrote the book, who
received it, what situation was being addressed, and what type of writing you are reading. A letter,
poem, historical account, parable, prophecy, and proverb should each be read according to its
purpose and style.

Interpretation may include:
e Defining important words
e Following the author’s argument
e Studying the historical and cultural setting
e Comparing related passages
e Allowing clearer Scriptures to help explain difficult ones
o Identifying what the passage teaches about God, humanity, sin, salvation, and faithful living

Commentaries, study Bibles, teachers, and word-study tools can be valuable at this stage. Use them
to test and deepen what you have observed, not as a substitute for reading the passage yourself.

A passage has an intended meaning, although that truth may have several appropriate applications.
Interpretation asks what the text meant before application asks what it means for our lives today.

Step 3 — Application: Ask, “How should I respond?”

God’s Word is not only meant to give us information; it is meant to bring transformation. Once we
understand what the passage means, we must decide what we will do with it.

Ask yourself and the Holy Spirit:
e s there a truth I need to believe?
e s there a sin I need to confess?
e Isthere a command I need to obey?
o s there an attitude or belief that needs to change?
o Is there a specific action I need to take?

Application should be personal and specific. Do not begin by thinking about who else needs to hear
the passage. Begin by asking what God wants to change in you.

The goal is not simply to finish a study. The goal is to hear God’s Word clearly, understand it
Sfaithfully, and allow it to shape the way we believe and live.



1 John — Introduction, Background, and Context

The introduction starts with looking at the historical, cultural, and biblical context. This is where we
can ask the who, what, when, where, and why questions.

e Author and date — While the letter does not name its author, early church testimony
identifies him as John the apostle, and the vocabulary, themes, and writing style closely
resemble the Gospel of John. The letter was likely written toward the end of the first century
(80-90AD)

e Audience and setting - John writes pastorally to believers he knows, probably a network of
churches around Ephesus in Asia Minor. The family language shows a close spiritual
relationship with these congregations and a desire to help them stay centered on Jesus.

e The crisis behind the letter - Some former members had left the churches and were trying
to mislead those who remained (1 John 2:19, 26). Their teaching distorted the truth about
Jesus, including His identity and His coming in the flesh (2:22; 4:2-3). 1 John addresses
early Gnosticism in this book.

e Why John writes - John writes so believers may share fellowship and complete joy (1:3-4),
resist sin (2:1), recognize deception (2:26), and know that they have eternal life (5:13). He
wants to reassure faithful believers, not leave them trapped in constant doubt.

e Literary shape - First John does not start with normal greeting and closing of an ancient
letter like we see in many of Paul’s letters. It reads much more like a pastoral sermon written
to encourage and correct the readers. John repeatedly returns to the same themes throughout
the book and uses clear contrasts such as light and darkness, truth and lies, love and hate,
and life and death.

e Main emphasis — John is reminding the readers that true assurance rests in Jesus Christ and
becomes visible through sound belief about Him, obedience to God, and love for other
believers. John clearly explains these do not earn an individual eternal life; they are
recurring and consistent signs of God's life at work in His children.

**Before You Begin**

Read all five chapters of 1 John in one sitting. During your first reading, do not stop to answer every
question or solve every difficult verse. Begin by noticing the overall flow of the letter.

During a second reading, mark the words, ideas, contrasts, and sentence patterns John repeats. Mark
repeated words such as know, love, light, truth, life, sin, world, and abide. Also notice each time
John explains why he is writing.

Watch for repeated sentence patterns:

o “Ifwesay...”, “Whoever says...”, “By this we know...”, “I am writing to you...”

e “This is the message...”, “Everyone who...”
As you find these patterns, ask four questions: What claim is John examining? What evidence does
he provide? What contrast does he make? What assurance does this give to someone who truly
belongs to Christ?



Inductive Bible Study of 1 John 1:1-4

Our first lesson focuses on its opening four verses. These verses serve as a prologue: John begins
with the real Jesus, the eyewitness message about Him, and the fellowship and joy that flow from
receiving that message.

Step 1 — Observation: What does the passage say

Read 1 John 1:1-4 slowly at least three times, using more than one translation if possible. On the first
reading, follow the flow. On the second, mark repeated words. On the third, notice how each phrase
connects.

Observation Prompts

+ Circle the pronouns we, you, and us.

* Underline heard, seen, looked upon, and touched.

» Box every reference to life, eternal life, and the Word of life.
* Mark the actions testify, proclaim, and write.

* Draw an arrow from each so that to the purpose it introduces.

Read the Passage and Record What You See

1. What does John say was from the beginning? Write only what the text states before explaining it.

2. List every sensory word in verses 1-3. What progression do you notice?

3. What words/titles does John use for Jesus (the life that was revealed)?

4. What does John and the other eyewitnesses say they do with what they have seen and heard?




5. Find the two purpose statements introduced in verses 3-4. What outcome does each describe?

6. Who is in fellowship with whom in verse 3?

7. Which word, phrase, or sentence is surprising or difficult to understand?

Step 2 — Interpretation: What does the passage mean?

John opens with testimony rather than a greeting. The eternal life that was with the Father was
revealed in history. John and the other witnesses heard, saw, and touched Jesus, and now they
proclaim Him so others may share fellowship with God and His people.

Interpret the verses in light of the whole letter. John is preparing believers to resist false claims
about Jesus and to rest their assurance on the apostolic message they have received.

Questions to Explore

1. Compare 1 John 1:1-4 with John 1:1-18. What similar words, ideas, and claims do the two
openings share?




2. Why does John stress hearing, seeing, looking at, and touching? What does this show about Jesus
and the reliability of the message?

3. What does the phrase “Word of life” refer to? How might it point both to Jesus Himself and to the
message about Him?

4. What does verse 2 mean when it says the life was made manifest? What does the verse reveal
about the Son before and during His earthly life?

5. What is fellowship in this passage? Why is fellowship with the apostolic witnesses connected to
fellowship with the Father and His Son?

6. Trace John's movement from eyewitness testimony to proclamation, fellowship, and complete
joy. How are these ideas connected?

Word Study Suggestions
* Beginning: Greek arche - beginning, origin, or first point.
* Word: Greek logos - word, message, or self-expression.
* Made manifest: Greek phaneroo - made visible, revealed, or made known.
» Testify: Greek martyreo - bear witness to what one knows or has seen.
* Fellowship: Greek koinonia - sharing, participation, communion, or partnership.



Step 3 — Application: How should I respond?

God has made Himself known in His Son, and the eyewitness message has been handed down so
we may believe, follow Jesus, and live in fellowship with His people. Respond to what this passage
actually reveals about Jesus and how it applies in your life today.

Personal Reflection
1. What part of John's eyewitness testimony most strengthens your confidence in Jesus? Why?

2. Are your beliefs about Jesus grounded in the apostolic witness of Scripture, or mainly in personal
impressions, culture, tradition, or what others say?

3. Where do you need to move from knowing facts about Jesus to sharing daily life and fellowship
with Him?

4. Is there a relationship within the church where you need to pursue deeper fellowship grounded in
truth and love?

5. Who can you intentionally tell about Jesus this week, and what truth from this passage will you
share?




Summary Truths

Christian faith is grounded in the apostolic testimony about the real, historical Jesus.

« The eternal Son (Jesus), 2" person of the trinity, truly entered human history and was heard,
seen, and touched.

The life revealed in Jesus was with the Father before it was made known to us.

The apostolic (gospel) message brings believers into fellowship with the Father, the Son, the
Holy Spirit, and one another.

» Receiving and sharing the truth about Jesus produces deep and complete joy.

Optional Memory Verse

"And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete."
1 John 1:4 ESV

Prayer Prompt

"Father, thank You for making Yourself known through Your Son Jesus. Help me to ground my faith
in the truth You have given through the apostles and your word. Holy Spirit teach me and guide me
as I draw near to You and your people, and give me courage to make Jesus known to others.
Finally, please fill our joy as we walk together in Your truth. Amen."

For Further Study

e John1:1-18

o Compare the two openings and mark shared words and ideas.
e Luke 24:36-43 and John 20:24-31

o Consider the importance of seeing and touching the risen Jesus.
e 1John 2:18-27 and 4:1-6

o Identify the false claims John is preparing the churches to resist.

Homework for next week

Read 1 John again
e Circle every use of know and write a one-sentence purpose statement for the letter.

Prepare for the next lesson
e Read 1 John 1:5-10 and mark light, darkness, sin, truth, say, and walk.
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