
Series: Together Toward Maturity 
Inductive Bible Study Guide: 1 Corinthians 10:1-22 

 

Step 1: Observation – What does the passage say? 
Read 1 Corinthians 10:1–22 slowly and more than once. Paul uses Israel’s wilderness story to 
warn the Corinthians about presumption, temptation, idolatry, and divided worship. 
Observation Prompts: 

• What parallels does Paul draw between Israel and the church? 
• What sins does Paul list from Israel’s history? 
• What commands or warnings does he give? 
• How does he describe the Lord’s Supper? 
• What does he say about idols and spiritual fellowship? 

 

Read the passage and note what you see: 

What experiences did “all” Israel share in verses 1–5? 

 

 

 

 

 

What sins from Israel’s history does Paul identify in verses 6–10? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What purpose does Paul give for these Old Testament examples? (v.11) 

 

 

 

 

 

What encouragement and warning does Paul give about temptation in verse 13? 

 

 

 

 

 

What command does Paul give in verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Paul say about the cup and the bread in verses 16–17? 

 

 

 

 



How does Paul describe participation with idols versus participation with the Lord? (vv.18–22) 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2: Interpretation – What does the passage mean? 
Paul warns the Corinthians that spiritual privilege does not prevent spiritual downfall. Israel 
experienced miracles, blessings, and God’s guidance — yet many fell because their hearts 
wandered into idolatry, immorality, and grumbling. Paul is urging the church: Learn from their 
example. Do not presume. Flee idolatry. Be fully devoted to the Lord. He also connects their 
behavior to the Lord’s Supper — reminding them that we cannot share the Lord's table and the 
table of demons.

 
Questions to Explore: 

Why is Paul reminding the Corinthians of Israel’s experiences in vv.1–5? What is he trying to 
show about privilege and presumption? 

 

 

 

 

 

How do the sins listed in vv.6–10 reflect temptations the Corinthians faced? 

 

 

 

 



What does Paul mean when he says these events were “written for our instruction”? (v.11) 

 

 

 

 

 

How should we understand Paul’s warning in verse 12 about standing firm? 

 

 

 

 

 

What truths about God and temptation does verse 13 communicate? 

 

 

 

 

Why is idolatry incompatible with Christian worship? (vv.14–22)? 

 

 

 

 

 



How does Paul describe the deep spiritual meaning of the Lord’s Supper? What does it mean to 
“participate” (have fellowship) with Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Study Suggestions: 
• Examples (v.6, 11): Greek typoi — patterns or warnings to learn from. 
• Idolatry (v.7, 14): worship or allegiance given to anything in place of God. 
• Test Christ (v.9): to push boundaries, provoke, or presume upon God. 
• Participate (vv.16–18): Greek koinōnia — fellowship, sharing in, deep spiritual union. 
• Provoke (v.22): to stir to jealousy — Israel provoked God; Christians must not do the 

same. 

 

Step 3: Application – How should I respond? 
Paul’s warning is loving and pastoral. He wants believers to avoid Israel’s mistakes by 
cultivating humility, vigilance, purity, and wholehearted devotion to Jesus.

 

Personal Reflection: 

Where am I tempted to be spiritually overconfident — assuming I could “never fall”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Which of Israel’s sins (idolatry, immorality, testing God, grumbling) shows up in my life? 

 

 

 

 

 

How can I flee idolatry — not just gradually move away, but run? 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there anything in my life that competes with my devotion to Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

How does understanding the Lord’s Supper as participation with Christ shape my worship? 

 

 

 

 



What temptations am I facing right now? How does verse 13 encourage me? 

 

 

 

 

Summary Truths: 
• Spiritual blessings do not guarantee spiritual safety — we must stay humble and vigilant. 
• Israel’s failures are recorded for our instruction and protection. 
• God provides both strength and escape in every temptation as you rely on Him. 
• Believers must flee idolatry — not flirt with it. 
• Christians cannot share divided allegiance — we belong entirely to the Lord. 

 
 

Optional Memory Verse: 
“Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.” 
— 1 Corinthians 10:12 (ESV)

 

Prayer Prompt: 
“Father, keep me humble and alert. Teach me to flee anything that competes with Your place in 
my heart. Thank You for providing escape in temptation and for inviting me into deep fellowship 
with Christ. Help me live fully devoted to You.” 
 

 

For Further Study: 
• Exodus 32 — The golden calf and the danger of idolatry 
• Psalm 106 — Israel’s spiritual forgetfulness 
• Matthew 6:24 — No one can serve two masters 
• 1 John 5:21 — Keep yourselves from idols 
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