Series: Together Toward Maturity .
Inductive Bible Study Guide: 1 Corinthians 9 W
CHURCH

Step 1: Observation — What does the passage say?

Read 1 Corinthians 9 slowly. Notice how Paul defends his apostleship, explains his rights, and
then demonstrates why he chooses not to use them—for the sake of the gospel and the salvation
of many.

@& Observation Prompts:

What rights does Paul claim he has?

How does he justify his apostleship?

Why does he willingly give up his freedoms?

What metaphors does he use to explain self-discipline?

How does he describe his mission and motivation?

Read the passage and note what you see:

How does Paul defend his apostleship in verses 1-3?

What rights does Paul say apostles have in verses 4—6?



What examples does Paul use to support these rights in verses 7—12?

Yet what choice does Paul make regarding his rights? (vv.12—18)

What does Paul mean by “becoming all things to all people”? (vv.19-23)

What athletic metaphors does Paul use in verses 24-27?




Step 2: Interpretation — What does the passage mean?
Paul uses himself as an example of gospel-centered humility, demonstrating how mature

believers sometimes lay down their rights to reach others with the good news. His message is
clear: the gospel is more important than personal freedom.

Questions to Explore:

Why does Paul spend the first part of the chapter defending his apostleship? (vv.1-6)
What misunderstandings or criticisms might he be addressing?

Why does Paul argue so strongly that ministers have the right to receive material support? (vv.7—
14) What biblical principles is he grounding this in?

Why does Paul choose not to use these rights? (vv.12, 15, 18)
What does this reveal about his priorities and purpose?



What does Paul mean when he says he is “a servant to all” even though he is free? (v.19)

How does “becoming all things to all people” illustrate Paul’s missional flexibility without
compromising truth? (vv.20-23)

What does the race imagery teach about spiritual discipline and purpose? (vv.24-27)
Why is self-control necessary for effective ministry?

Word Study Suggestions:

Right/authority (v.4, 5, 6): Greek exousia — entitlement, freedom, permission.
Preach the gospel (v.16): Greek euangelizo — proclaim the good news.
Compel/necessity (v.16): Greek ananké — a divine obligation or calling.
Servant (v.19): Greek douloo — to make oneself a slave or servant.
Self-controlled (v.25): Greek enkrateuomai — disciplined, mastering desires.



Step 3: Application — How should I respond?

This chapter challenges every believer to ask:
e Am I living for my preferences or for the spread of the gospel?
Paul demonstrates the heart of mature discipleship:
e Serving others, surrendering rights, and practicing self-discipline for God’s glory.

Personal Reflection:

Where do I tend to cling to my “rights” instead of laying them down for others?

How can I become more like Paul in adapting for the sake of reaching people for Christ (without
compromising truth)?

How does Paul’s freedom-through-service challenge the way I view ministry?




What would “becoming all things to all people” look like in my neighborhood, workplace, or
church?

¢ Summary Truths:

Paul had real rights — but he laid them down so nothing would hinder the gospel.
True Christian freedom is expressed through humble service.

Mature believers adjust their lives to reach others without compromising truth.
The Christian life requires intentional discipline and purpose.

We run the race not for earthly rewards, but for the imperishable prize.

) Optional Memory Verse:

’

“I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some.’
— 1 Corinthians 9:22 (ESV)

s « Prayer Prompt:

“Lord, give me Paul’s heart — willing to surrender my rights for the sake of others. Help me live
with discipline, purpose, and love so that nothing in my life hinders the gospel. Make me a
servant of all for Your glory.”

(& For Further Study:

o Philippians 2:1-11 — Christ’s humility and self-emptying
e Romans 15:1-3 — Bearing with the weak
e 2 Timothy 2:1-7 — The hardworking athlete and soldier
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